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FI burns low just now. But dono! des 
sep the spark’alive; The night cannot last forever Soon 
will come a.rift in the darkness, and The New Day break 


"An individual cannot knew what he really is until he hag 
huasclf through action. ... The interest the individual finds 
thing is already the answer to the question of whether he 
and what should he done,” 


“We can comprehend this world only by contesting it a hol i 
m ks i prevailing lack of imagination cannot be grasped unt PER 
one is able to imagine what is lacking, that is, what 18. missing, 
hidden, forbidden, and yet possible, in modern life” * 
~-Situationist Internationals: 


r1 D te 
EE. 


apr LUN 
gevolubiof 


is not an accident, nof a sudden happening. . . . [Ideás] grow *: 
slowly, gradually .. . Hence 15e social revolution is a 
development... It develops to Hie point when considerable 
numbers of people have embraced the new ideas ami are deters 
mitted fo put them into practice. When they attempt to da so. 
and meet with opposition, then the slow, quiet, and peaceful | 


becomes revolution. Alé 
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ape as many NYC tenement ‘spat ments on ‘the rental | märket 
and probably exceeded most buildings throughout the city which 
are poorly managed by the city housing authority and FLU) as 
ction 8 housing. There were no ripped out staircases, all 2 
partments had full utilitys, with all wiring, plumbing, light 
fixtures, sinks, stoves, bathtubs, toilets, doors, sheetrocking, 

- insulation, painting, windows, masonry, roof and back fire escape 
bought, scavanged and installed by those who lived there. The 
residents worked on their own spaces and contributed to a building 
fund each month and held work days to repair the common areas 
the building such as the community room, hallways and roof, 

w many rental market apartment buildings have a community 
room with a stage for neighborhood bands to play and travellers 
passing through town he sleep oy, How. many duildings have house 


je are some of the reasons why Dos Dlocos, and s quattera in 
l, pose such a threat to those whe occupy the real decisiuan 
z positions of society -those who control the land. Syuatters 
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The truth is that Dos Blocos was a building which 
(2 abandoned at one point by fine, npstanding participants 


Dosis. MISC IET DET Fond mexells OME Ii wuar A 4 = : - i) xx x o IAN E 
te al Falle speculation/r ntal mat ket because Uu wasn't paving. thier own lives without permission in exactly those spaces’ which : 
jo out, wasn't showing enough profit to Justify any further point out the failures of the entire rationale behind the housing ; 
vommimnent to it. The building ütle Graded hands several times, arkat Picture the thousands of abandoned and boarded in» F 
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one point it was taken over by a bank as a result of the S&L 
scandal, Dos Blocos' history is illustrative of how the notion" 
housing for profit is a miserable failure that considers apartiue 
as profit generating ‘units’ rather than as the spaces where peo 
“J croate their lives and call it ‘home’, At this point, squatters 1 
into the building, and it was no longer ‘abandoned’, people hdd 
I, clained it, built it, loved it, hurt no one through it, made 
|j absolutely no profit through it, created theior own lives in it, and 
called it home. Instead of swelling already overcrowded hougiy ; Dol ; 
waiting lists, instead of relying oh already overburdened iral trians walking too close to police xm «hs “Lisi i - 
servicos, inste»? of living under bridges, instead of sleeping an ; ; disaggree with the use of power by abes iue c duod 
friends couches or in homeless shelters for years while waiting für ig arrest' and 'obstructing governmental administra bs 
an apartment to open up in nne of the most expensive, overcrowdi a those who chose to excersise their first amendment right 
rental markets in the world, people decided to excersise and satisfy 
one of the most natural urges in the world -that of self reliance 
that same basie notion which underscored the hatred of 18 
century colonists against the moneyed aristocracy of engla 
same notion which informed the radieal polemies of Lack 
Jefferson, Thoreau, Emerson. The truth is, Dos Blocos was à | 
enviroment which encompassed all areas of life; play, raising 
children, working, making music, art, friends, and participation 
the fabric of nieghborhood life; and it worked. When the media, 
police, landlords, or free market apologists charge that squatters 
don't pay rent, it sounds as if they are jealous that squatters seem 
ta get so much out of life while ‘paying’ so little, especially when 
compared ta the average renter who often works long hours at a 
meaningless, repetitive task for little compensation simply to pay | 
for the priveledge of maintaining a cubicle of space that is out of 
the rain, without any of the benefita of being part of a community, 
or having the satisfaction that is derived from having built thier 
own home, Renters typically are not even allowed to paint thier 
own walls without permission from the land ‘lord’! 
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olice power, the scores of cars towed away to make roam for 
mmand posts’, the blocking off of streets to deny citizens a view 
the police were doing, the arrests and harrassment of 


ble expenditure of citizens tax money to enforce the will of a 
vate land ‘lord’, the battéring in of doors, the reckless 
ction of building walls, the arrogance of Task Force police 
g en masse in front of a neighboring building and ns 
ts: door down with a ram and charging to its roof in order, 
could better photograph the faces of Dos Blocos defenders. 
tick thier heads out of windows -these photos are then | 
lice folders of ‘agitaters’ (ono man who lived in a tent on 
rementioned roof had a gun put to his head and was ^ 
that his dogs would be shot if he did not leave his own 


: sks, helmets, guns and clubs to remove eitezens frome. 
es, all of this 


assignment pay with the added face slap of having it all paid for by? 
the very citizenry. the are oppressing, while those who dared to 
voice thier dissent are relegated even further to a marginalized 


residents of Dos Blocos, Latino, Caucasion, African American 
Indian, men, women, children, artiats, musicians. writers, acti 
and self motivated experimenters with life, have all been displà 
to create housing for upscale professionals who already benefit, 
from every social advantage that currently exists while 
"contributing nothing whatsoever to any ‘community’ excep 
who inhabit the same tax bracket. Where are the private armie: 
angrily kicking in doors to create affordable housing? Wheréar 
‘those willing to spend vast sums of the publics money to giy 
children better school lunches and lead testing and on the job d 
„care for all parents or to provide humane treatment for Al 
‘patients or universal health care and education? Where are tl 
streets blocked off to cars su neiglibors can have spontaneous | | 
;partys in the street and allow children to play kickball? Wh 
‘the ‘command posts’ set up to ensure that African Americar 
"Latinos are not murdered by raesist cops? Next time you loul 
‘your rent reciopt, look carefully, and you'll see the answer 


it at prices no one ned living i in the poe 
| possibly hope to pay, the mew class of ape 


‘gahutlet he could have je in their now 
hed flats long enough to be considered ‘of the 

: Guld already | have displaced the working 
lived on E, 9th st. for generation’, faised 
Compensated for the citys lack of services on | 


wn lots they were expected to live among without qwestian à or 
plaint -into beautiful gardens and homesteads and cultural 
mters. Instead of evictions and contempt, the city should be 
de the residents of E. bi st. bad civic Pokies rvation. hieg 


many ironies here enit with the 


ity of lifei£ampaign that they are almost lagic defying, 
itizens ee truly.improve the quality of life for all, are 
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current neighborhood infrastructure. 


seems to have no relation to the idea 


M simply to expand the citys tax base and to ensure that ther 

| only onc voice heard through the neon co 
spectacle, a whiter, moneyed, safely launc 
That is why tbe control of space is important because whoever 
controls space controls the ideas which may take root on the: 
Free space begets free ideas, free ideas are infectious, next ' 
| you know, they spread and people begin thinking for them 


Thats dangerous. 
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go mstancos surrounding Dus Blocos are representitive of 
much larger battle which has been taking pl Eeo Smor the dawn of 


"the industrial revolution -the battle for space. Space eati be Leo, it 


‘can be the structures that sit upon the land. it can abo be tue 


ispace in your head, your ideas, your cultural, political artisti 


fs, or the ways you pursue your desires Space ts à plaer where 
‘live passionatly, not as a commodity, a statistic, à prisoacr or é 
3 " 


battle for both space and ideas comes down to control vf he 

and, because ideas which need room and time to evolve naturally, 

such as with self sufficient collective living or gardening or running 

fan info shop or a micro broadcasting station. need a secure 

eal setting that can be depended on to exist for a certam 

‘of time. The problem with the survival of such free spaces, 

he notion that anyone could possibly bu any ‘fruer than 

"supposedly already are, or that they may have completely 

fent definitions of freedom other than those offered by 

eam society, is an affront, a slap in the face to those who 

i ve everything invested in the current system, they 
ctivelly resent ‘free spaces’, because they undermine the 

rof the world of things as they are and posit a world that 
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those kinds of spaces are under siege from the world of 
as they are, a world that 1s threatened by the implications 
vorld that could be. Those implications represent lost 

s well as the lost ability to influence the population to 
ts eye on the dangled carrot of personal gain and "safety 
ni the unpredictable forces of those who would subvert tbt life. G 
mplies that land should be defined by those who use it directly 
shaping of their own lives and for their own direct 5 
chment, rather than by distant. absent landowners whe are 
rned in any way with what i» in the interests of the 
s in which they own ‘pieces’ of land but rather s Rh 
n: hank accounts. p 


Landowners view space as a commod bat 
the ‘open’ market, not as composites of individuals, famil 
communities, Dos Hlocos was an integral strand in the web 6 
street life and the larger culture af resistance. The developers. 
used cops to forcibly eviet these families are not interested inan 
way with what the neigborhood itself desires for iteelf or : 
percieves as being in its own gelf interest, This is also evideaced 
the loss of Charas/El Bolito Cultural center on E. 9th st., depita 
overwhelming neighborhood opposition and several mass 
demonstrations, the new owner refuses to recognize the wislleg. 5 
P the neighborhood to determine its own affairs, anyone observin 
i the situation would have to conclude that to the new landlor 
these dissenting voices, in other words the neigborhood i 
nat OX) st, c E 
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‘CARRIED AWAY 
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. Officers haul off a reluctant evictee fror the building 


ndustrial Yotbhdilon. It v wi asnt alae ET Kos f of the dori bup x 
intil then had some version of common i ids, phat in theory were | 
owned by the state but in practice were iid by the common 
»eople for their own ends, usually housing, Tarming and hunting. 
Factory owners in the 17th century began to realize that these 
:ommon lands could be aquired cheaply to build on or to "rout out 
9 those displaced by factory enterprises (former artisans, ccaft 
vorkers, members of trade guilds who could not compete with a 
ory which produces thousands of shoes, plows, kettles ov ruga 
fraction of the time and cost) these artisans were first put out 
f work by ‘competition’, then brought to the cities and warehoused 
Jose to the factories to form the urban working poor who worked 
theaply and peA on land big h rulote d to some one 6 d Su W dar 


boue oless". None of us T n our homes or are 
| them aes akon from us. Not een 


du those who are dbi to are very often i forcibl 
-not an issue that only concerns squatters, in fact | 
believe k Sin äre Ais a battle i in common for. the 


de 


mon land that had been eed usa Fie nee dump, they asad 
a away and built houses and cultivated large gardens, 


om av nade de icions —— á and — self duet ee T E s were 
‘pay thier rent. Hoa muny people a are epr osontly vii ini imn 


tigins in the common l aid w had pour bit cia the 
0 hunt, until the kiag began to seal them off as private 
r4 ranges for the aristocracy and labeling those poor who still 
inted there as poachers, subjecting them to heavy fines 
xisonment. The system as we know il today was then in 
„but even then woran kosiptad what, when looked ` 


it ts paid for many, many times over by the continual payment G 
rents whieh in themselyes have no relation to an equal ‘somethi 
given in return, its not like purehasing a pair of shoes which are 
then yours to ‘own’, you are paying literally for no thing, for'sp 
Renta 


owners figure they can possibly get for something which is 

essential to your survival. This is the greed upon which our doci 
is based. Landlords and real estate speculators are like bankers 
they actually produce nothing at all, but somehow one wayor ~ 


make all the rest of us pay fov it by working our whole H 
to exist in a little space, thus ensuring that the system is 


ENS i | 
F A TIME: Protesters lambaste Mayor Giuliani near ti 
ullding where police “evicted” squatters yesterday. 
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[CH seems somewhat ridiculous to talh of ney , "n 
Büt everything else is even more ridiculous, since it implies 
“accepting the existing order in one way 6i another." 
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